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DEPARTURE OF MISSIONARIES FOR CALCUTTA, 


[From the Philadelphia Gazette of Feb. 22.] 


ON Tuefday morning laft, 18th inftant, failed from this port 
for Calcutta, the following miffionaries : the Rev. Mr. Johns and 
lady, Rev. Mr. Lawfon and lady, Rev. Mr. May and lady, Rev. 
Mr. Nott and lady, and the Kev. Meffrs. Hall and Rice, being 
members of the Baptift, Independent, and Congregational focie- 
ties of Great Britain and the United States. On the evening pre- 
ceding their embarkation, an interefting and folemn prayer meet- 
ing was held at the Independent Tabernacle in this city : on which 
occafion the truly pious of various religious denominations affem- 
bled and joined in fupplicating Heaven for the beft of bleflings 
abundantly to crown with the greateft fuccefs fo laudable an en- 
terprize, an ur.dertaking fo important and arduous. ‘Tears of for- 
row were fhed on account of the parting fcene, and of joy in an- 
ticipation of the fouls who throngh them as inftruments would be 
converted to the true and living God! ‘The minifters who en- 
gaged in the devotional exercifes, and appeared to be peculiarly 
afliftted by the Holy Spirit, were thle Rev. Meffrs. Joyce, Rogers, 
Alexander, Green, and Staughton—Independents, Prefbyterians, 
Baptifts!} Oh what an interview ! 

Lo, what an entertaining fight, 
Are brethren who agrec ; 


Brethren whofe cheerful hearts unite, 
In bands of piety. 


Between the feveral prayers, appropriate hymns were folemnly 
fung, and an occafional addrefs or two delivered. 

he Rev. Mr. Johns colleé&ed in Bofton and Salem, Maffachu- 

fetts, nearly $5000 for the refpective tranflations of the word of 
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Eternal Life, now wonderfully progretling in India, to which 
were added a confiderable fum in this city. 

Colle&tions were made laft Lord’s day in feveral churches in 
Philadelphia for the"New-England Miffionaries particularly, the 
funds of whofe fociety are rather low. Thefe collections amount- 
ed to nearly 4800. Verily on fuch occafions as thefe it is more 
blefled to “ give thari to receive.” ; 

’ The miffionaries took fhipping at New-Caftle, in the Harmony, 
captain Brown, and have gone amid the warmeft petitions, for 
their profperity, of thofe Chriftians who love the Lord Jefus Chrift 
in fincerity and truth. 





[From the Bofton Palladium of Feb. 14.} 


Aw excellent and appropriate difcourfe on the fubject of tranf- 
lating the Holy Scriptures into the A fiatic languages. for the ben- 
efit of the inhabitants of that quarter of the earth, was delivered 
on Sunday morning laft, at Trinity Church in this town, by the 
Rev. Mr. Gardiner, after which a’ contribution was made by 
the Suciety, and the fum of $220 collected to aid this laudable 
meature. 

The contribution at the Tabernacle in Salem, on Thurfday laf 
week, to aid the Afiatic Miffion, amounted to,221 dollars. 

At the Lord’s day-evening leéture at the Rev. Dr. Baldwin’s 
Meeting-Houle, a Sermon was delivered by the Kev. Mr. Water. 
man, after which a collection was made for the above purpofe, 
amounting to $145. From the Baptift friends in Middleboro’ 
$70 have alfo been received.  * 





{From the Philadelphia Daily Advertifer of Feb. 26.} 


We underftand that Mr. Johns, Miffionary to India, has been 
for fome months engaged in .collecting fubfcriptions for the 
‘tranflation of the Bible into twelve of the languages of India, 
From Bofton and Salem, he met with the molt liberal patronage, 
about 4650 dollars were contributed to the objeét, and more yet 
expected. Mr. J. is juft embarked for India, and we believe feels 
fomewhat difappointed in not having it in his power to make per- 
fonal application for the fame purpofe to the religious public in 
Philadelphia. We are requefted to notice his‘having received 100 
dollars from an anonymous friend, prefented to Rosert Rat- 
ston, Efg. and about 65 dollars from other friends by the fame 
gentleman.. The peculiar flate of the funds of the venerable So- 
ciety engaged in the grand work of circulating the Eaftern Bible, 
has a prior claim on the Chriftian world, being one that cannot 
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fail of effect, one that all denominations muft feel equally inter- 
efted in. 

Mr. Johns has left for the prefs, a fermon on the building of 
the fecond Temple, to which are annexed, remarks on Prefidenti 
Smith’s objections to Miffions. This work will be out in a few 
days; it is printing at Boitton,* 

Amongft the donors to the tranflations in Bofton, we find the 
Honorable William Phillips, with the princely fubfcription of 
1000 dollars— Deacon Samuel Salifbury 200 dollars— !'he Lieut. 
Governor Gray and his Son Henry 100 dollars each—with fev- 
eral of the fame amount. Shallit be faid, that Bofton and Salem 
do more towards giving the word of life to the millions of the 
Ealt than Philadelphia? Let the Holy Brotherhood come for- 
ward with facred jealoufy for the honour of Gop. Let the ambi, 
tion be to excel in every good work. ~ 

From a former paper publifhed by Mr. Johns, we are informed 
that Ropert Raxrston, Efq, will cheerfully receive and tranfmit 
all monies fubicribed for the Great Work. : 


CIRCULAR. 


Sir—Hoping you may have heard of an attempt making in 
this town to aid by fubfcriptions, &c. the TRaNnsLATIONS OF THE 
Bisre into THe Lancuaces oF Inpia and Cuina, [I again lay 
the fubject before you, that you may determine how far the object 
merits your fupport. 

It bas been undertaken from a conviction, that the Brsre is 
the beft gift of Gop to men. 

The Eaftern nations, unlike moft other pagans, are, many of 
them, able to read ; and more of them difpofed earneftly to liiten 
to what the Bible contains. Even before the miflionaries could 
furnifh copies of the Scriptures, * fome afked for them with tears.’’ 

The immenfe population of Afia has a peculiar claim on Chrif- 
tians, confidering that from the Eaft we received this heavenly 

ift. 
: It has been profecuted from a conviction that Chriftianity is 2 
pofitive benefit to a nation, in every degree of its prevalence. 
Like the Guardian Angel of the human race, it meliorates the 
heart, enlightens the underftanding, and banifhes thofe fuperfti- 
gions which fubje& them to the moft dreadful torments, and de- 
prive an incredible number annually even of life ! 

The light of truth has already done this for us,—enlightened 
Europe, and their benevolent deicendants inhabiting thefe fhores. 
A huge wooden image was the fupereminent God of our Saxon 
anceltors; called by them the LRMINSULA +—Human facrifices 


* It is now ready for fale by Lincoln & Edmands, No. 53, Cornhill. 
+ Turner’s Anglo-Saxons, in 2 vols, quarto, 
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were offered- by them in their worfhip—and on particular occa- 
fions, in the age of Druidifm, it is credibly reported, that they 
made images of wicker-work, filled them with living men, and 
burned them alive! So that our anceftors furpaffed the devotees 
of the more ancient or thofe of the modern Moloch. So attached 
were they to thefe fanguinary rites, that centuries rolled on after 
the dawn of moral light before thefe cuftoms vanifhed. But in 
Afia, within a few years, after the’ developement ‘of light, the 
Hindoo throws afide his /bafer, burns his idol, deferts the obfcene 
and bloody temples of JUGGERNAUT, and worthips in Spirit, 
Him who made heaven and earth. 

Of the various methods employed for propagating Chriftian 
knowledge, that of giving the Bible, tranflated into the language 
ef a people ready to receive it, is the greateft ; and the only one 
in which Chriftians, of whatever denomination, can confcientioufly 
‘unite, 

The expenfes attending the work are great, and can only be 
met by a numerous people ; for want of ample means, it has been 
more than once impeded : and it is of great importance that the 
prefent tranflators fhould not be fuffered to ftop, for whenever 
their labours may ceafe, it will be a lofs not to be made up. 
The prefent as well as a former attempt to aid it, has met with 
the munificent patronage of fome worthy men, ready to every 
‘good work. I am, Sir, your obedient fervant, 

WILLIAM JOHNS, 


Bofton, December 20, 1811. 
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BRIEF MEMOIRS OF THE ENGLISH BAPTISTS. 
(Continued from page 80.) 


Section II. 


From the InirvoduSion of Popery to the Commencement of the Reforma. 
tion. 

AS foon as the church of Rome had propagated her errors, 
and eftablifhed her authority in our land, truth was put to fhame, 
and its friends perfecuted: confequently it was but a fhort time 
that our Baptift brethren could remain in a congregated ftate, even 
in the recefles of Wales and Cornwall. Defpotifm and death 
filenced their minifters, diffolved their churches, and the offspring 
of the mother of harlots prevented their children from raifing up 
their wafte places and repairing the breaches of Zion. The light 
of the gofpel was obfcured, clouds of errors {pread over the coun- 
try, but God ordained a lamp for his anointed, and raifed up men 
to plead their caufe, and contend for the faith once delivered to the 
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‘We have no mention of the chriftening or baptizing children, 
in England, before the coming of Auftin, A. D. 597 ; and to us 
it is very evident, he brought it not from heaven, but from Rome, 
But though the fubjeé& of bapirim began now to be altered, the 
mode of it continued in the national church, a thoufand years 
longer, and baptifm was performed by dipping thofe who were 
baptized in water.* Baptizing in churches began with the bap- 
tifin of Edwin the great, king of Northumberland, who came to 
the throne A. D. 617. After being three years a candidate for 
Chriftianity, in the year 620, he called a Wittenagemot or Parlia- 
ment, to debate whether the chriftian religion fhould be received 
or not by him and his people! {he motion paffed without oppofi- 
tion, and it is faid, the fame day Edwin, his niece Hilda, after- 
wards abbefs of Whitby, many of his nobles, and a multitude of 
his fubjects, were baptized by Paulinus, in a {mall wooden church 
built for the purpofe in the city of York. About this time bap- 
tifm was generally performed at Eafter and Whitfuntide, and at 
leaft in many inftances trine immerfion was ufed. The baptiftries 
firft erected in Englifh churches, were as large as our modern 
baptiftries, big enough for the immerfion of the parties to be bap- 
tized, and they defcended into them by fteps in the fame manner 
as we do into ours. In after times the baptiltries were made in 
little buildings adjoining to churches, and in fome of thefe build- 
ings were feveral baptittries, for baptizing both fexes, or feveral 
people at one and the fame time. At firlt, baptiftries were only 
allowed in great cities ; next to parifhes ; and afterwards to monaf- 
teries. When infant baptifm became general in the country, the 
large baptiftries were but little ufed; fmaller ones were erected, 
but thefe were large enough for the total immerfion of an infant. 
Some of them remain to this day. After the commencement of 
baptizing adults in baptiftries, the adminiftration of the ordinance 
was by no means confined to them. From the time of Edwin’s 
baptifm to his death, a {pace of fix years, Paulinus very frequently 
baptized in the rivers Gwenie and Swale.. The Northumbrians, 
following the example of their king, Paulinus found himfelf fully 
employed by the prodigious crowds that daily came to be taught 
and baptized. Coming at one time with the king and queen to 
a place called Adegrin, it is faid he fpent there thirty-fix days 
from morning till night, inftruéting and baptizing in the river 
Gleni the people that flocked to him from all quarters.¢ After 
him, probably about the year 633, James, one of his difciples, 
faid to be a good and holy man, continued preaching and bap- 
tizing in the fame parts of the country. In the year 636, Berinus 
preached to the people in the fouthwelt part of England, and 
converted and baptized many of them. Among the relt, Kingills, 


* Crofby’s Hiftory of Englifh Baptifts, vol. 2. Preface 31, 33. 
+ Crofby’s Preface, vol. 2, page 17. 
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king of the Weft Saxons—and Quintheiin, his brother. Ofwald, 
king of Northumberland, was prefent, at their bapti{m, and the 
fame day was married to a daughter of Kingills. About the 
year 656, Chad, otherwife called Saint Chad, bifhop of Litchfield, 
a mild and modef man, preached to: the Saxons, converted 
Wulfdae, Refine, and many more, and baptized them by immer- 
fion, A. D. 680, Wilfred converted and baptized Adelwach 
king of the Weft Saxons, and many of his fubjects. In the reign 
of Alfred, who came to the throne in 872, Guthrumnu, a Dane, 
and thirty of his companions were baptized in a fountain. Ethel- 
red, fecond fon of king Edgar, crowned in 979, was baptized 
when an infant by total immerfion. Dunftan who baptized him, 
was fadly offended. with him, for leaving more water in the font 
than he found there ;_from which the archbifhop prognofticated 
frefh inundations of the Danes, and fware by the virgin Mary 
that he would be a prince untowardly and cowardly. | 

The Danes began to invade and plunder the coafts of England 
in the year 832,.and continued their incurfions and exactions ull 
8012, when Swain, king of Denmark, made an entire conquett of 
the country, and the year following was acknowledged king of 
England. It appears he was a fervant of mammon, for his firft 
act of fovereignty was an infupportable tax which he did not live 
to fee collected. Death dethroned him Feb. 3, 1014, and he was 
fucceeded by his fon Canute, called the great, being king of Eng- 
land, Denmark, Sweden and Norway. Before the irruptions cf 
the Danes, the ftate of religion in the country was bad, and as 
piety feldom profpers while war rages, their incurfions and {ub- 
jection of the land did not mend the matter. It is not the {word 
of war, but the {word of the Spirit, that converts men from fin to 
holinefs. 

Of what religion Canute was before he became king of Eng- 
land we cannot fay, but after he afcended the Brith throne, he 
called himfelf a Chriftian ; and finding his nominal Chriltian fub- 
jects grofsly ignorant of Chriftianity, profefled to promote religious 
knowledge among them by pafling the following ecclefiaftical law. 
“ That every Chriftian man underftand the points of his faith, 
and that at leaft he learn perfectly the Lord’s prayer, and the 
creed; and that whofoever cannot, the fame fhall be excluded the 
eucharift, and fhall not be received to undertake for others in 
baptifm !” So then there were at this time Chriflian men that 
were ignorant of the Lord’s prayer, the creed, and the articles of 
their faith ! and thefe ignorant wretches partook of the Lord’s 
fupper, and did promife and vow for others that they fhould re- 
nounce the devil and all his works, the pomps and vanities of this 
wicked world, and all the finful lufts of the flefh ; that they fhould 
alfo believe all the articles of the Chriflian faith ! and keep God’s holy 
will and commandments, and walk in the fame all the days of 
their lives! ! Oh the abominable deceitfulnefs and defperate 
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. wickednefs of the human heart ! It was indeed high time to re« 


form. What effect the king’s law had upon his fubjeéts we know 
not ; but we rather fuppofe, that if fuch a law was now im force, 
and ftriétly executed in England, it might keep a few peop'e from 
the Lord’s table, prevent many from becoming Godfathers and 
Godmothers, and if every man called a Chriftian muft underftand 
the articles of the Chriftian faith, or renounce the Chriftian name, 
thoufands muft feek to be better informed than they are at pref- 
ent, or declare themfelves infidels! Lighten our darkne/s, we befeech 
thee, O Lord. 

Canute died in 1036, and abuut thirty years after, upon the 
death of Edward the Confeflor, Harold, fon of the earl of Kent, 
ftepped into the throne, on pretence that the confeflor had ap. 
pointed him his fucceflor; but William, Duke of Normandy, a 
defcendant of Canute, making the like claim, invaded the king- 
dom, and coming to a battle with Harold near Haftings in Suffex, 
Otober 14, 1066, defeated and killed him. Whereupon William 
affumed the name of conqueror, was proclaimed king of England, 
and crowned on the 25th of December following. And now the 
time commenced, when God who vifiteth the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the children, unto the third and fourth generation 
of them that hate him, refolved to AVENGE THE BLOOD OF THE 
British Baptists sHeD BY THE SAXONS UPON THEIR UNGODLY 
orrsprinc ! “The depredations of the Danes were an earne(t of 
their punifhment, and the cruelty of the conqueror filled up the 
cup of their chaftifement, and they were made to drink the dregs 
ef it mingled with wormwood and gall. William treated the 
Englifh with fome humanity at his acceflion, but afterward, find- 
ing them difaffected to his government, he ufed them with horrid 
barbarity ; cut off the hands and feet of many thoufands! deftroy- 
ed all the north of England with fire and fword, and gave away 
all the land to his Normans! {fo that before he died, there was 
not an Englith gentleman poffefled of an eitate in his own right ! 
All the lands in England were in the hands of the Normans, and 
the Engiith only tenants at will, or vaflals to them! And {fo jeal- 
ous was the tyrant of infurrections after this ufage.of the natives, 
that he obliged them to put out their fires and candles every 
evening, at eight o’clock, at the ringing of. the corfeu bell! 7rue 
and righteous are thy judgments, Lord God Almighty ! But hear, @ 
heavens, and give ear, O earth! 

“ God moves in a myfterious way, 
His wonders to perform, 


He plants his footfteps in the fea, 
And rides upon the ftorm !” 


As foon as he had avenged the blood of his flaughtered fer- 
vants, upon the heads of the wicked children of their murderers, 
Some feeds of the Reformation began to be fown! and although the 
prince of darknefs tried to deitroy them by the peftiferous damps 
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of fuperftition, his labour was in vain! William himfelf refufed 
to fwear fealty to the Pope for the crown of England; and dur- 
ing his reign, the Waldenfes and their. difciples from France, 
Germany and Holland, had their frequent recourfe, and refidence, 


and did abound in England.* They were Bapti(ts in fentiment, 


denied infant baptifm, and were the pureft churches in the darkeft 


times. + About the year 1080, they are faid to have propagated. 
their fentiments throughout England; fo that not only the meaner. 


fort in country villages, but the nobility and gentry in the chietett 
towns arid cities, embraced their doétrines, and became Baptifts in 
opinion ; and therefore Lanfrank, archbifhop of Canterbury, wrote 
a book againft them. Here we find the firft feeds of the Reforma- 
tion in England were fown by Baptifts in fentiment, and that by their 
means a new, numerous, and very refpectable people, were raifed 
up to efpoufe and honor the baptift caufe. From 1100, to 1216 
in the fucceflive reigns of Henry I, Stephen, Henry II, Richard I, 
and John, they confiderably increafed in number, and were un- 
molefted. In the time of Henry LII, about 1218, the order of 
the friar Minorites were fent over from the continent, to fupprefs 
them by their fham fandity, but the painted hypocrites were 
known through the difguife they wore, and their mafquerade 
devotions were ineffectual. In the reign of Edward II, A. D. 
1315 Walter Lollard, a German preacher of great renown among 
the Waldenfes, and a friend to believer’s baptifm, came into Eng- 
land, and fpread his do¢trines very much among our countrymen. 
His difciples afterwards went by the name of Lollards, and re- 
jefted infant baptifm as a needlefs ceremony.{ In the year 1371, 
in the reign of Edward III, the famous John Wickliffe began 
openly and fuccefsfully to oppofe the corruptions of the church 
of Rome, and witnefled againft infant baptiim. It is theretore 
worthy of obfervation, that the rirst ENGLIsH REFORMER WAS 
a Baptist in sEnTIMeNT. Among the followers of this great 
man in Bohemia and England were many Baptifts. 
Richard II, in the year 1382, made a law for fupprefling the 
Wickliffites, or Lollards, as they were called, and they were per- 
fecuted with great feverity; but their fufferings did not deter 
others from embracing their principles; therefore Henry IV, in 
the year 1400, enatted the cruel ftatute for the burning of here- 
tics. The firft that fuffered by this infernal law was William 
Sawtre, fome time minifter of St. Margaret’s parifh, in the town 
of Lynn in Norfolk. He was a Lollard, was burnt in London 
A. D. 1400, and has been called the protomartyr of the Englfh 
nation. Theretore we find, that the firft Englifhman that was burnt 
to death for religion was a Baptif. Sir John Oldcaftle, Lord Cob- 
ham, and Rev. W. Taylor, three Lollards or Baptiits, were alfe 


* Crofby’s Preface, vol. 2, p. 43. 
+ Ewer’s Anfwer to Hitchen, 167, ¢ Crofby, vol i, p. 25. 
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burnt to death for their religion. ‘The former in the reign of 
Henry V, 1417, and the latter in the reign of Henry VI, 1422. 
In 1426, Wickliff’s bones were dug up, burnt to afhes, and plung- 
ed in the river Swift! In about three years from 1428 to 143), 
one hundred and twenty people were committed to prifon tor 
Lollardy, or baptift fentiments. Some of thefe recanted, others 
did penance, and feveral of them were burnt alive. ‘Vhefe cruel 
proceedings made the Wickliffites, Lollards or Baptifts, very cau- 
tious of divulging their principles; but however careful they were 
of themfelves, their enemies found means to difcover many ot 
them, and they were treated without mercy. Yet notwithftanding 
the hardfhips they fuffered, like the Ifraelites in Egypt, the more they 
were affuded, the more they grew ! and increafed from this time down 
to the reign of Henry VIII, a period of 78 years. Sir James Bain- 
ham, and Mr. John Frith, both oppofers of infant baptifm, were 
burnt in Smithfield, the former in 1532, the latter in 1533. 1n1545 
ten Baptifts were put to death in different parts of the realm, and 
fourteen Hollanders, fppofed to be Baptifts, were burnt by pairs 
in feveral places, In 1536 the opinions of the Baptifts increafed 
fo much in the land, that in order to prevent the further {pread 
of their notions, the national clergy, when met in convocation, 
declared their fentiments to be deteftable herefies, utterly to be 
condemned! In O¢tober 1538, a commiffion was given to Cran- 
mer and others to inquire after, and proceed againtt Baptifts, and 
burn their books! On the 16th of November following, the king 
put forth a proclamation in which he condemns all baptift books, 
appoints thofe to be punifhed who vended them, and about a 
month afterward, fent a letter to all the Juftices in England, di- 
recting them to fee that all the laws againft the Baptifts were 
duly executed. In the fame year, two Baptifts were burnt in 
Smithfield, and four others did penance by carrying faggots at 
Paul’s crofs, and fo efcaped the flames. In 1539 thirty-one 
Baptifts, fixteen men and fifteen women, were banifhed the coun- 
try, who going to Delf in Holland were there put to death ; the 
men beheaded, and the women drowned! The king’s fpeech to 
his parliament in 1545 intimates that many of his iubjeéts went 
under the name of Baptilts.* Henry died January 8, 1547, and 
was fucceeded by his fon Edward VI, only nine years of age. 
Edward proved to be a fenfible, pious youth, a true proteftant, and 
a friend to liberty of confcience ; and during his fhort reign of only 
fix years, the reformation, very imperfeétly begun in his father’s 
time, was brought to a greater degree of maturity. Popery was 
put down, and the proteftant religion eftablifhed by law. The 
Lord has a time, a fet time to favour Zion ; nor does he ever lofe 
a moment of it, or is flack in improving it. Whatfoever his hand 
findeth to do, he doeth it with his might, and fulfils his great decrees. 


* Crofby, vol 1, p. 43. 
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Tn his appointed time, he brought Jofeph out of prifon, Ifrael out 
of Egypt and Babylon; fent his Son to preach good tidings to 
the Jews, and gave his gofpel to the Gentiles. And his power, 
wifdom, juflice, mercy, and goodnefs, endure forever. They fhaid 
be afhamed and confounded, that are makers of idols ; but Ifrael fhall not 
be afbamed nor confounded world without end. Remember this, tried 
and trembling followers of the Lamb; let faith, patience, and per- 
feverance have their perfe&t work, and it fhali be well with you. 
Contider this, you who have not been accuftomed to have God in 
your thoughts. Would you be happy? you muft beholy. That 
which, by faith, we have feen, heard and felt, declare we unto 
you, that if ye believe in God, forfake your fins, and work right- 
eoufnefs, you may have fellowfhip with us; and truly our 
fellowthip is with the-Father and with his Son Jefus Chrift. Come 
with us, and we will do you good. The Lord create in you a 
clean heart, and renew a right fpirit within you. Grace be with 
all them, of every name and nation, that love our Lord Jefus 
Chrift in fincerity. 1. 7. 
(To be continued.) 


<= 3 oe 


Letter of the late Rev. A. Booth on the Arian Schemee 
{Concluded from p. 126.] 


Eighthly. 1 cannot embrace your Arian hypothefis, becaufe it 
afcribes the names and attributes, the works and honours of God, to 
one who has no nature but that which is human ; nor any efential 
properties but thofe that belong to a man—a man properly fo call- 
ed. For you allow that Chrift is really and properly aman; and 
maintain that in his perfon there is but one nature. .To a man, 
therefcre, and to one that is in his who/e nature no more than a 
man, do you afcribe chara&ers and perfedtions, works and honours, 
than which none more glorious can be found in the holy fcripture : 
fo that it is out of your power to prove the divine Father to be 
really and properly God, while you maintain your prefent fenti- 
ments. For as leng as you infift upon it, that the frequent and 
folemn afcription of Divine titles, properties, operations, and worfbip 
to Jefus Chrift in the Bible is infufficient to prove him to be really 
and truly a Divine Perfon ; it is impoffible for jou to prove that 
an afeription of the fame or fimilar things to the Father, in that 
infpired volume, demonftrate him to be fo. And if you cannot 
make it appear from the fcripture, that the Father is really and 
properly God, I may challenge both you and all the men in the 
world to prove it from any other quarter. For though the works 
of creation fhew that there is a God, yet they are far from aflur- 
ing us that the Father is he. The whole doétrine of the Father 








ee ete ’ 
SG tae ek oe 
































Mr. Booth on the Arian Scheme. 139 


and the Son, is, in the fulleft fenfe, a Scripture dofrine; for we 
cannot learn from the works of Creation any more of the Father 
as fuch than of the Son as fuch. But is it not ftrange, ftrange to 
aftonifhment and abfoluteiy incredible, that fo large a Book as the 
Bible fhould be penned under the direétion of the true God; that 
its great defign fhould be to promote the glory of God, and the 
happinefs of men; that the writers of it fhould fay fo much con- 
cerning the Father and the Son, and in fuch various ways; and that, 
after all, it fhould be left problematical, whether they fincerely believed 
and really afferted the one or the other of thefe fublime perfons to 
be the true God ? What! have the Prophets and the Apoftles 
united in denouncing an everla/ling curfe on the crime of idolatry ! 
without informing their moft ferious and intelligent readers how 
to avoid it, by telling them wuo He is that is really and properly 
God, and by laying down the criterion of true and falfe worthip ? 
We are told by ancient writers, that Bafilides interpreted the 
Scripture in fuch a manner as to divelt the Divine Father ot 
proper Deity, antl the Marcionites and Manichees maintained 
fome unknown God, fuperior to the Father; and how, on your 
principles, could they have been confuted? [cr though, as jult 
obferved, you may prove by the works of creation, that there is a 
God; yet you cannot prove, independent of the Scripture, that 
the Father is He, any more than that the Son is fo. And will you, 
dear Sir, or can you as a man of fenfe and integrity, abide by an 
hypothefis that leaves the proper Deity of the Father, as well as 
of the Son, at the mercy of a Manichee? In other words, that 
render it impoflible to prove that either the Father or the Son, 
is Gop over ALL, blefed forever. The more I reflect on this dif- 
ficulty, which is unavoidable on your hypothefis, the more I am 
aftonifhed that you do not feel it as a miliftone about the neck of 
your caufe. For common fenfe, one would think, mut fuggett 
this; That if a Divine Revelation reveal any thing of importance 
to mankind, who have been always prone to idolatry, one capital 
article cf its contents mult be a clear and flrong manifeflation ot 
Him that is Gop BY NATURE. 

Ninthly. Becaufe your hypothelis renders it morally impofii- 
ble for us to determine with certainty when God him/felif {peaks in 
the Scriptures, and when he fpeaks by a created reprefentative ; 
as alfo when the Prophets and Apoftles fpeak of Huan and when 
they {peak of his Ambaffador ; who is a mere creature; a human 
foul. For you maintain, and your caufe requires it, that He who 
appeared to Mofes in the burning bufh was not God, though 
he manifeftly /peaks of himjelf as God, and that by applying to 
himfelf the molt difcriminating characters of the God of Ifrael ; 
and though Mofes fpoke to him, and of bim, and alfo treats him 
in other refpeéts as God. Kead, | beieech you, with attention 
and prayer, the third and fourth chapters of L:xodus; not torget- 


> ; 
rf Yop sree My of A 
é bet ils €se it 


ting that Moles at another trme expreisiy frayed dw 





et ne a 


Se 
—— e 


it 





140 Mr. Booth on the Arian Scheme. 


in the bufh. The more I read and confider thefe chapters, the 
more I am convinced, that he whofpake from the bufh was not 
a created reprefentative, or an ambaflador of God ; and that for 
the following reafons: He gives no intimation of his having any 
fuperior, or of his ating ander the commiflion of a Divine Sover- 
eign.——He no fooner fays any thing concerning himielf, than he 
declares that he is the cop of Abraham, &%c. repeating the term 
Gop four times in one verfe.—Speaking of the I{raelites, he iays, 
mY people, I have feen their affii@ion: 1 cons their forrows; 1 am 
come down to deliver them.—in reference to the commiflion which 
Mofes received, he fays, I qwill fend thee to Pharaoh; 1 will be with 
thee ; this fhall be a token, that \ have fent thee, Fc. Motes being 
anxious to know by what name he fhould make him known to his 
brethren in k.gypt, and by whofe authority he fhould declare him- 
felf to aét, the fublime Perfon in the bufh fays; 1 am THAT 1 AM 
—Thus fhalt thou fay to the children of lfrael. 1 AM bath fent me unto 
you. Lhus halt thou fay unto the chitdren of Lfrael, Fehovah, God of 
your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Jfaac, and the God of 
Jacob hath fent me unto you: this isM¥ NAME FOREVER? AND THIS 
IS MY MEMORIAL UNTO ALL. GENERATIONS. Speaking of E- 
gypt, he fays, I will fretch out my hand and {mite Egypt with all my 
wonders, Jc. Now is this the language of cop himfelf,; or of a 
creature, a human foul, reprefenting the eternal Sovereign? Does 
an ambaflador from the Court of London, when delivering his 
credentials, ever fay, “1 am THs xinc of Great-Britain, France 
and Ireland !”? or I am Georce the third? Yet I will venture to 
afirm, that JEHOVAH rue Gop oF ABRAHAM, THE GOD OF 
ISAAC, AND THE GOD OF JACOB, are characters as peculiar to the 
true God, in oppofition to every creature, as the forementioned 
titles are charaéteriftic of our prefent fovereign, in contradiction 
to all others, whether kings or fubjedts. 

Further, if he who fpake to Mofes in the bufh was an ame 
baflador, he took upon him to give his Divine Sovereign a 
a new name; of which we have no inftance, that I recolle&, among 
all that have reprefented Sovereign Princes. Nay, he aflumed 
fuch titles, {pake with fuch authority, demanded fuch honour, at- 
tributed to himfelf fuch works, and avowed his intention of pro- 
ducing fuch events ; that had the eternal Sovereign been there in 
perion, he could not, fo far as we can perceive, have fpoken or 
acted more like the great Supreme than his fuppofed reprefenta~ 
tive did. Itisthe duty of an ambaflador to promote his matter’s 
honour, and not to rob him of his royalties, as he that fpake 
to Mofes did, if he was a created reprefentative. But, whatever 
liberties a mortal envoy may take with the.titles and honours of 
ot his mafter, who is a fellow worm; yet certainly it behoves a 
reprefentative of the Infinite Supreme to be very cautious left he 
fhould fem to intrench on any part of the Divine prerogative. 
For by fo doing he might be the occafion of millions falling into 
idolatry and blafphemy. And this has been actually the cafe, if 
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He that fpake out of the flaming buth was, as. you fuppofe, a du- 
man foul, I have been ufed to think that no creature is. more hum- 
ble than the human foul of Jefus Chri; and that no faint.or martyr 
ever had half the humility of the man Jefus ; but did 1 fee your 
principles proved, | fhould not forbear conelyding quite..the re- 
verfe. Mofes was an ambaflador of God, and the Apoftles were 
ambafladors of Chrift ; but neither Mofes nor, any of the Apoftles 
ever imitated the conduct of your fuppofed reprefentative ,in the 
bufh. And yet on your hypothefis, the Ambaflador in the buth, 
that fpake as if he had been the Sovereign whom he reprefented, 
had no other nature than that whieh is-/ human :..confequently, in 
ref{pect of «fential excellence, was on a level with Mofes and Paul. 

J do not remember to have read of more than one that ever pre- 
tended in earneft to reprefent a Sovereign, and imitated your fup- 
pofed Ambaffador at Horeb, And he—But you have) read his 
charaéter and have a fpecimen of his conduédt, in 2 Thef. ii. 35 4 

Tenthly, Becaufe, granting, for the fake of argument, that all 
the divine characters, works, and honours, which were aflumed, by 
Him who appeared in the flaming bufh, might be accounted for, 
on your principles, by admitting the idea of reprefentation ; yet 
that idea cannot poflibly be applied in various other, paflages, 
where the Father and the Son are exprefsly mentioned, plainly diffin- 
guifbed, and equally adored. See Matt. xxviii. 49, 2 Cor. Xilip14, 
2 Lheff it. 16517. Rev. i. 45 §, 6. Vs 625 135 bq. 

Eleventhly. Becaufe your hypothefis almott annihilates the 
fenfe of thofe divine declarations which lay the emphajis of the Fa- 
ther’s love on his giving His Own and ONLY BEGOTTEN Son, for 
the falvation of finners. As it is written ; Gad SO loved the world, 
as to give HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN Son IN THIS was manifelled 
the love of God towards us, becaufe that God ent bis ONLY BEGOTTEN 
Son—Herein is love, that God fent his Son—And, he that {pared not 
his own Sony—How fhall he not with him freely give us ail things ? 
Now, who is this Son of whom the Apoftles have faid fo much? 
and how does it appear that the gift of Him was fuch a mighty ef- 

fort of Divine love, and fuch a matchlefs prefent to mankind?) Why, 
according to your principles, he was a pre-exiltent human foul. 
Substitute, then, the expreflion human foul; nay, fubftitute any defi- 
nition of the character, Son of God, that agrees with your hypoth- 
efis ; and fee how the forementioned texts will read. 

Once more. I cannot embrace your hypothefis, becaufe, finally, 
it reprefents Jefus Chrift as neither God nor Man. The Scriptures, 
indeed, frequently call him God ; and | take it for granted, as you 
venture to worfhip him, that you have no great objection to the 
application of that fublime name to him, in a qualified fenfe. I 
faid,in a qualified fenfe; that is, ufing the term without any of 
thofe grand and divine ideas that are commonly annexed to it, or 
lignified byit. In other words, ufing the term in duch a fenfe as 
to duit the condition of the fir and m/f exalted of all creatures ; 
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which creature, neverthelefs, has no nature above the human. 
Jefus Chrift therefore, on your principles, is not God; nor indeed 
can you bear the idea of his being fo called, in an emphatical and 
proper fenfe. And that our Lord is not, on your hypothefis, 
a real man, I think may be demonftrated. Here, I take it for 
granted, that no one, properly fpeaking, can be denominated a man 
who is not poffeffed of a real human foul as well as an organized body 
of ahuman form. Now, can he, who according to your principles, 
is denominated the Son of God in a fenfe peculiar to himfelf—He who 
exifted tinder that character before the creation—He who is vaftly 
fuperior to all the angels, who was employed in giving them exift- 
ence and in forming the Univerfe—He who is an object of Gabriel’s 
wor/bip ; can me be really and properly a suman foul ? Common 
fenfe turns abhorrent at the thought! What! is he denominated 
both the Son of God and the Son of Man in reference to the human 
nature? Jf fo, he mutt be called the Son of David and the feed of 
the woman, barely in refpeét of his Lody—of his body as contradif- 
tinguifhed from his foul; and confequently in refpeét of that which 
was an organized mafs of unintelligent fenfele/s matter. But, js this 
ell that is meant, when he is called the feed of the woman, and 
the fon of man! Is this all that was intended by the Apoftle, when 
he faid ; Chrif? was made of the feed of David according to the flefh ? 
David had a body and a foul. But what would you think, were 
any one to fay concerning that illuftrious ancient, ‘“* He was the 
Son of Jeffe in refpect of his body only—He was made of the feed 
of Jefle, according to the ficfo ?”? ‘The facred writers aflure us, when 
{peaking of the Son ot God, That the word was made flefb—That be- 
caufe the children were partakers of flefo and blood, he alfo himfelf took 
part of the fame—And, that it behoved him to be made in all things like 
his brethren. Muft then all thefe expreffions mean only that he took 
a body of the human form? Is not the term fleth very commonly 
ufed in fcripture to fignify man, or human nature, or as includin 
the two eonflituent parts of man? For inftance, All tleth had corrupted 
his way—Thou haft given hem power over all flelh—No fleth fhould be 
aved—No fleth fall be juflified ; and in many other places. From 
all which it is manifefted that the Son of God was made fle/d in fuch 
a fenfe as to be like the objects of his redemption in al things that 
were not incompatible with his perfect moral purity ; and that it 
was ab/folutely neceffary he fhould be fo, in order to execute the 
wonderful defigns of grace in the falvation of finners. But what 
likenefs is there between the foul of Adam, for inftance, when fent 
from the hand of his Maker, and one who, on your own princi- 
ples, exifted before the world, was concerned in creating the world, 
and had a claim on the adoration of angels?) What likenefs, did I 
fay? why, not fo much as there is between the body of an eyfler 
and that of an elephant: or between the light of a candle and that 
of the meridian fun. It mutt indeed be allowed, on your princi- 
ples, that she pre-exiftent fpirit of Chrilt, and the foul of Adam 
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agree in this, that they are both the fubjetts of intelligences bat fo 
do the bodies of an oyfler, of an elephant, and I may add of a 
man, in being the fubjects of /olidity and extenfion. Yet who that 
has not loft his fenfes would take upon him to affert, on the 
ground of that very general and moft remote analogy, that they are 
made like one another in all things, as the facred writers do con- 
cerning Chrift and his brethren? The likenefs which there is, on 
your hypothefis, between the foul of Chrift and the foul of Adam, 
is jut equal to that which fubfifts between the Creator and a rational 
creature, or between a proper obje& of worfhip and the worfhipper. 
For if your fentiments be true, the foul of Chrift was not a little 
concerned in creating the foul of Adam, and the immortal powers 
of our firft father are bound to adore the foul of Chrift. 

If, however, you fhould fill infift upon it that the Arian hy- 
pothefis gives a juft reprefentation of the perfon of Chrilt; [ 
fhall for the prefent only fay: It reprefents him as a ercated 
God, and an adorable man. It compliments him with the names 
and humours of God, but renders him dependent as a worm. It 
acknowledges him as the object of angelic worfhip, and yet 
would fain have us confider him, in his whole nature, as a Mane 
When I view it in one point of light, it is much too high, 
and I cannot reach it: when in another, it is infinitely too lw, 
and I deteft it. I apply it to Jefus, the Son of Man—Here 
I gaze and wonder at the /uper-angelic exceller.ce of mere humane 
ity. This I confefs is too high for me. I do not, however, adore 
this aftonifhing man; nor fhould I, did the fum total of all created 
excellence refide in him. 1 apply it to Jefus, the Son of God—and 
behold! it reprefents him as the Arf dink in the immenfe chain 
of dependent beings, and reduces him to the fize of @ mere crea- 
ture! This is infinitely too low. for me ; and provokes my abhor- 
rence. For as a human foul creating a world is above my com- 
prehenfion; fo a created God, a God of the fame efience as my- 
felf, is beneath my notice, and I deteft the idea of paying him the 
leaft degree of adoration. a 


Iam, &c. ABRAHAM BOOTH. 
fEng. Bap. Mag. 
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Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Benjamin Watkins 
to the Editor, dated Powhatan County, Virginia, 
October 18,1811. 

Dear Brotuer, 

“ Havinc therefore obtained help of God, I continue unte 


this day,” enjoying health and a thoufand other mercies, fo: 
which I with to be truly thankfr. 
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My reafon for not anfwering you before this time, has not been 
forthe want‘of affe@ion ; but owing to my numerous engage- 
ments, fiot only in taking care of my family and flock, but m 
travélling, and in preaching the precious gofpel. The firft lengthy 
tour I made, was laft winter ;—E left home January 28th, and 
returned the oth of March, which made 41 days. My route be- 

an at-Richmond, about zo miles below me, and from thence I 
went to Williamfburg, York, Hampton and Norfolk, vifiting the 
churches, and preaching every day. And from the laft mention- 
ed town, {made my way towards N. Carolina, filling up my ap- 
pointments ; and {pent nearly three weeks in that State. | The 
good work of God has flourifhed pretty much about Camden. 
Sawyers Creek, Elizabeth Town, and Edenton. 1. think the 
greatett profpect is in the neighbourhood of Edenton. This is a 
plealant town, fituated at the junétion of the Chowan, Kethire 
and Roanoke ‘rivers. The river:here is g miles over, which when 
I had croffed; I rode up the country, and vifited a number of 
churches, ‘and found fome of them in a very forlorn condition, 
being without paftors. Many of the dear brethren would fay, 
** Do come and fee us again, and preach the good word of God.” 
I then made my way back to Virginia, bearing upwards from 
the fea-board, filling up my appointments, until I arrived home 
to my family at the time above mentioned. 

Vhe revival in N. Carolina has not been very general, yet a 
goodly number have been gathered in, chiefly amongf{t the whites, 
and moftly among young people. ‘he revival in that part of the 
world has effected a very great reformation both in morals and 
manners.’ Indeed I was well pleafed with the above tour. I 
found my appointments made very public, all of which I attended, 
excepting ‘three ; thefe, owing to wet and {nowy days, too bad to 
convene together, failed. During my route, I preached upwards 
of 40 times, and rode about 640 miles. 


4A fecond Tour. 


“I left my family again on Wednefday the 28th of Auguft, in 
order to go and vifit my brethren, and fee how they do.” 

Mr. W. preached in a number of places until the firft of Sept. 
when he proceeds as follows : 

Sept. 1ft. Sunday morning, rode upto Bethel M. H. in Caroline 
county, about 12 miles, and found a large gathering, perhaps 
1000 fouls, and attempted to preach to them. There wasa very 
vifible attention with gracious quickenings, and many finners cry- 
ing for mércy tothe Son of David, and defiring to be prayed for. 
In thé evening we rode home with brother S. Woodfork, where 
at night we had meeting: a goodly number attended with great 
folemnity ; their finging was very pleafing. Atthe day and even- 
ing meeting, there was a certain blind man, who was a member 
of faid church. He could not fee the leaft, but was a wonderful 
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finger, and made the praifes of Jefus ring, After meeting that 
night, I afked him a few queftions relative to his blindnefs. He 
replied that he could not fee, and yet could fee, for he hoped he 
could fee Jefus, which was far better, &c. &c. 

Monday morning 2d, rode to a ftage in Caroline, (occupied by 
Elder Jona. Sorril) and preached to a crowded aflembly. Here 
was a very vifible movement on the afflembly. A certain poor 
woman who had been greatly diftrefled, obtained a hope in the 
Lord! The above meeting held till alate hour. In the evening 
rode home with Mrs. Gray, a kind fifter, and at night we had a 
crowded good meeting ;—many poor finners were crying to the 
Son of David for mercy. ‘Tuefday morning, Sept. 3d, rode to 
Salem M. H. and preached to a large aflembly. Here a divine 
folemnity was very vifible on the face of the audience. After 
preaching, the church convened together, and heard 8 perfons re- 
late their experiences. There were feveral children among them, 
who gave a very rational account of the work of God upon their 
fouls! In the evening we rode down to brother James Pen- 
dleton’s, and attended a meeting at his houfe. 

Wednefday morning, ath, rode to Upper King and Queen County 
M. H. and preached to a crowded affembly. Here | found that 
God had revived his work in a very gracious manner; we were 
favoured with great folemnity and attention. Seven perfons re- 
lated their experiences, and were received.. A dear woman ob- 
tained a hope in the Lord, at the above meeting. In the evening 
we rode home with Elder Theodorick Noel, and were kindly re- 
ceived. 

Thurfday morning, 5th, rode down to the Diamond M. H. 
and preached to a large aflembly, where they were open to hear 
the good word of God. A great folemnity feemed to {pread 
over them, and three told their experiences, and were received to 
the fellowfhip of the church. My mind was very fenfibly ftruck 
with a little child about 9g years old, who told her experi- 
ence and was received. This little girl faid (in giving her rela- 
tion) “ fhe tirft became uneafy about her foul, by hearing of fo 
many who had obtained a hope in the Lord, and efpecially her 
filter, who was about two years older than herfelf, who had alfo 
obtained a hope. She then began, fhe faid, to pray that God 
wouid have mercy on her, for the was a finner ; born a finner, and 
deferved hell; and unlefs fhe could get a hope of the pardon of 
her fins, fhe fhould be loft. She therefore tried to pray again and 
again; but concluded it was too Jate, and fo remained for fome 
length of time, until it was the will of God to reveal a Saviour, 
the Lord Jefus; and then fhe faid fhe was comforted, and felt 
her difirefs removed immediately.’ ‘Che minifter interrogated 
her by afking a number of queilions, fuch as, “ How did you know 


you were a finner ?” fhe replied, “I felt mylelé a finner: I was 
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born a finner, and am yet a finner, but a finner in hope?” He 
then afked her who removed her trouble? fhe faid, “ Jefus Chrift.”” 
He then afked her who Jefus Chriit is? the faid, «The Son of 
God, who lived and died for me.” This child is a daughter of 
Capt. J. Jones, who is a member of the Legiflature of Virginia, 
Effex county. 

In the evening we rode down to brother L. Crittendon’s, and 
attended a meeting. The weather being rainy, we had but a fmall 
gathering, yet it was a good night to the people of God; and « 
few diftretfed fouls were heard crying for mercy, faying, “ What 
muft we do to he faved ?”” 

Friday morning 6th, croffed the Rappohannoc river, where 
it is nearly three miles over, and rode to brother P. Northern’s, 
(in the northern neck of Virginia) and preached to a very ferious 
people. We found brother Northern and feveral of his family in- 
difpofed with the biltous fever. Since the above meeting, he has 
fallen afleep in Jefus. He died the Lord’s day evening after we 
were.there. He wasa good difciple of Jefus. 

After meeting, rode home with Jofeph Carter, efquire, whofe 
lady is a member of our fraternity, and dined. ‘The above gen- 
tleman and lady fhewed us much kindnefs ; the good Lord reward 
them for their deeds. In the evening I rode a few miles to lifter 
George’s, and preached to a crowded aflembly. The minds of 
many were vifibly moved.” 

We have given the preceding extract from Mr. Watkins’s jour- 
nal, the wha of which proceeds much in the fame way. It ap- 
pears that he was generally accompanied by feveral miniltering 
and other brethren, and that he almoft conftantly preached twice 
in the day and evening: generally to very crowded, folemn, and 
deeply affected affemblies. 

He clofes his journal as follows. ‘I was from home 24 days, 
preached 30 times, and rode about 340 miles. The revival, 
where I have lately been, is the greateft I have ever feen; and I 
have lived to fee feveral. ‘There is not much noife, but abundance 
of filent weeping.” 

After noticing feveral baptifms, which we give in a fubjoined 
account, he adds. “ The addition in King William county had 
been from 79 to 80, when I left thofe parts; and about 40 or 
50 more had been received, and were waiting for baptifm the firft 
convenient opportunity. Elders Sorrel, Self, and Greenwood 
have baptized a number. I fuppofe the total number is up- 
wards of 400, and the work is ftill going on rapidly. 


I am, dear brother, yours in gofpel bonds, 
BENJAMIN WATKINS. 





DR. Rogers of Philadelphia, under date of Sept. 21, 1811, writes 
as follows. On Thurfday laft, I received a letter from an entire 
franger to me, the Rev. Mr. Noell, of Effex County, Virginia, 
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dated the 6th inftant ( Sept. ) The contents I will impart to you, 
with a requelt you will fend them on to the Editor of the Baptift 
Miffionary Magazine. He writes that he wifhes to call my atten- 
tion to the belt ot news. “ About 38 vears I have been labour- 
ing in my poor way. Upwards of 20 years paft I baptized feveral 
huridreds about this place ; fince which we have had no great re- 
vival till this fummer. At one meeting laft June I baptized 
27; in July the work fpread. 1{t Lord’s day laft month, ( Aug.) 
we baptized 62—On the 2d, 8.—On the gd, 71—and on the 
4th, 45. Total. 186.—The profpeé at preient is glorious—On 
yefterday, (he continues) two minifters fitting with me, heard a 
little girl g years old relate her experience. Her anfwers to our 
queftions were aftonifhing. Several have been received, about 
tz years of age. Several in our other revivals are now ufeful 
minifters. Among others, 1 then baptized our brethren Semple 
and Broaddus, now minifters of high refpectability. 

‘Lhe firft planting of the gofpel with us was chiefly among the 
common and poor people; but at prefent it appears that many of 
our higher clafles are difpofed to come to our aflemblies.”—*« 
know, (as he adds) that in this communication I cannot be de- 
ceived ; all God’s called children are pleafed to hear of the 
growth of our dear Redeemer’s kingdom. I beg you, my dear 
brother, to vifit us: I really hope and truft that your coming 
would be very ufeful.” 


B66 S_— 
RICHMOND THEATRE. 


On the 26th of Dec. laft, when this building was crowded with 
an aflembly compofed of many of the moft refpectable citizens of 
the {tate, it took fire, and was inflantly confumed. A correfpondent 
writing to the Editor, under date of Jan. 10, fays, “‘ There have 
been 76 perfons certainly loft by the burning of the ‘Theatre, on 
the 26th ult. Between 60 and 70 perifhed in the flames, the reft 
by jumping out at a window, and by the burning of their clothes. 
Many who got out of the houfe were fo burnt, as to be almott 
defpaired of at this time. One, it is faid, died yefterday.’”’ ‘The 
lofs of lives by fome accounts, is more than double the number 
mentioned above. 

Though far from the fcene of diftrefs, our hearts haye been 
penetrated with the keeneit fenfibilities of fympathy, at a catattro- 
phe fo unparalleled in its deftruction of domeltic happinels. 

From the Rev. Dr. Alexander’s difcourfe, occationed by the 
above event, delivered in the third Prefbyterian church in Phila- 
delphia, on the 8th of January, 1812, at the requeft of the Virginia 
Students, (confifting of more than 100) attached to the Medical 
Clafs in the Univerfity of Pennfylvania, we give the following 
extracts. 
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“Boaft not thyfelf, OQ man! of to-morrow!’’ See whatia 
day—an hour, may bring forth! Behold a flourifhing city, from 
the height of exultation and profperity, caft down into the deep- 
eft abyfs of grief and mifery ! The voice of mirth and joy are 
exchanged for the voice of wailing, lamentation, and wo, in all 
her dwellings ! Lately, fhe appeared arrayed in the robes of 
gaiety and {plendor, but now fhe fitteth difconfolate, in the fable 
garments of forrow! Her face, recently animated with hope, 
and brightened with joy, is now diftorted with anguifh, and defiled 
with weeping ! As a widow fhe fitteth folitary, and thofe who 
fhould comfort her, are removed from her fight. Have pity upon 
her, Oye her friends ! Have pity upon her; for the hand of God hath 
touched her $ 

But the fhock of this awful ftroke is not only felt in the city of 
Richmond, and its-immediate vicinity, but in diftant and remote 
parts of the ftate. Several of the young ladies who unfortunately 
perifhed in the flames, refided at a diftance, where they had nu- 
merous, refpectable, and affectionate connexions, through all the 
ramifications of which, this occurrence will diffufe the moft heart- 
felt forrow ! 

With fome, perhaps, it was the firft vifit of any length which 
they ever made from their father’s houfe. O ! fatal vifit! Me- 
thinks 1 fee the fond mother taking the laft leave of her beloved 
daughter, little fufpeéting that it was the laft! Or, fhall 1 fancy, 
that fome unaccountable foreboding feizes her mind, and oppreffes 
her heart, as the object of her fond hopes and anxious fears is 
carried from her fight ! 

But who fhall attempt to imagine what her fituation and feel- 
ings are, when the day arrives which fhould bring a letter from 
her affectionate child ? A letter comes, ’tis true; but what horror 
chills the blood, when it is feen not to be infcribed in the well 
known hand of the dear girl; and is addrefled to the father in- 
ftead of the mother. Methinks I fee his veteran hand tremble, 
whilft he breaks the ominous feal! And the countenance which 
had remained unmoved, whilft death was braved at the cannon’s 
mouth, now turns pale as afhes, whilft he reads the few incohe- 
rent fentences, by which he is made to realize more than ever the 
gloomieft hour had painted on his imagination ! 

Diftrefled family ! What on earth can give you comfort ? 
This world can never afford another tafte of joy to you. All its 
mott flattering feenes and fafcinating appearances mutt henceforth 
be confidered as deceitful and illufive. But one refource remains. 
—Kexicion is the only cure for griefs like thefe : But even piety 
itfelf may for a while fwell the torrent of diftrefs. “O !” fays 
the pious mother, “why did I ever confent to let her go out of 
my fight; what fin and folly have I been guilty of, to commit 
her to the gaieties and diffipation of the metropolis! My poor 
girl is forever gone; but 1 am to blame for her premature and 









































Dr. Carey's Shanfcrit Oratien. 149 


awful death; O could fhe have been permitted to die a natural 
death at home; or any kind of death, whilft engaged in ferious ; q 
and pious exercifes, I would have been contented! But O! to E 
be burnt alive !—T'o die in the theatre! To be fnatched in a 
moment from time to eternity! To be hurried inftantly from 
thoughtlefs gaiety to the bar of Gon! ‘Ihe idea is too dreadful ! 
What foul can endure it! Gracious Heaven! {fend reliet toa tat 
heart burfting with grief !” sat 
It may perhaps be expected by fome of my hearers, that I | 
fhould enter into fome difcuffion, relative to the nature and moral 
tendency of theatrical exhibitions. But various confiderations 
influence me to wave this difcuffion for the prefent. However, 
1 feel it to be incumbent on me, without intending to cenfure 
thofe who think differently, or expeting to make any confiderable 
impreffion on a public exceflively devoted to thefe amufements, to 
give my public Testimony againft them, as being, notwithftand- 
ing the partial good which may refult from them, on the whole, 
UNFRIENDLY TO PIETY—-UNFRIENDLY TO MORALITY—UNFRIEND« 
LY TO HEALTH—UNFRIENDLY TO DOMESTIC HAPPIN£SSS—AND 
UNFRIENDLY TO TRUE DELICACY AND GENUINE REFINEMENT.” 
To which we add our moft hearty Amen. 


26 


DR. CAREY’S 
SHANSCRIT ORATION TRANSLATED. 


The following Addrefs, delivered at a public difputation in the Shanfcrit Lane 
guage at the College of Fort William, will be read with intereft by thofe 
who have not feen the Memoir from whence it is taken. The memoir refer- 
red to, was written by Dr. Buchanan. He thus introduces this paper with 
a well-merited encomium on this Herculean Linguift. 


‘Tue importance of this inftitution, (the College) as the foun- 
dation of civilization to Afia, is happily difplayed in a f{peech in 
the Shanfcrit Language, pronounced at our late difputations by ; 
the Shanfcrit teacher, the venerable Dr. Carey ; for many years 
pat the proteftart miffionary in the North of India; following 
the fteps of the late Mr. Swartz in the South; in Oriental and 
claffical learning his fuperior, and not inferior in laborious fiudy 
and Chriftian zeal,’”’ 

[In a note he adds, “ Dr, Carey is author of a Grammar of 
the Shanfcrit language, goo pages, 4to.; of a Grammar in the 
Mahratta language; of Tranflations of the Scriptures, and of 
various other ufeful publications in Oriental Literature,” *] 


* “ Shanfcrit learning, fay the Bramins, is like an extenfive foreft, abounding 
with a great variety of beautiful foliage, {plendid bloffoms, and delicious fruits ; 
but furrounded by a ftrong and thorny fence, which prevents thofe who are de- 
firous of plucking its fruits or Sowers from entering in, 
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Dr. Carey’s Avvrzess to his Excellency Marquis Wellefley, Governer 
General, Founderwand Patron of the Infiitution. 


“MY LORD, 

“It is juft, that the language which has been firft cultivated 
under your aufpices, fhould primarily be employed in gratetully 
acknowledging the benefit, and in {peaking your praife. 

«« This ancient language, which refufed to difclofe itfelf to the 
former Governors of India, unlocks its treafures at your command, 
and enriches the world with the hiftory, learning, and fcience of a 
diltant age. 

“ ‘'he rifing importance of our Collegiate Inftitution has never 
been more clearly demonftrated than on the prefent occafion : 


and thoufands of the learned in diftant nations will exult in this. 


triumph of literature. 
«“ What a fingular exhibition has been this day prefented to us ! 


in prefence of the fupreme Governor of India, and of its molt 
learned and illuftrious charaéters, Afiatic and European, an af- 
fembly is convened, in which no word of our native tongue is 
fpoken, but public difcourfe is maintained on interefting fubjects, 
in the languages of Afias The colloquial Hindooftanee, the 
cluffic Perfian, the commercial Bengalee, the learned Arabic, 
and the primeval Shanfcrit, are {poken fluently, after having been 
ftudied grammatically, by Englifh youth. Did ever any univer- 
fity in Europe, or any literary inftitution in any other age or 
country, exhibit a fcene fo interefting as this! And what are the 
circumitances of thefe youth ? They are not ftudents who profe- 
cute a dead language with uncertain purpofe, impelled only by 
natural genius or leve of fame. But having been. appointed to 
the important offices of adminiftering the government of the 
country in which thefe languages are fpoken, they apply their 
acquifitions immediately to ufeful purpofes; in diltributing 
juftice to the inhabitants ; in tranfacting the bufinefs of the ftate, 
revenual and commercial ; and in maintaining official intercourtfe 
with the people in their own tongue, and not, as heretofore, by 
means of an interpreter. 

“The acquilitions of our ftudents may be appreciated by their 
affording to the fuppliant native immediate accefs to his princi- 
pal; and by their elucidating the fpirit of the regulations of our 
government by oral communication, and by written explanations, 
varied according to the circumftances and capacities of the people. 

“The acquifitions of our ftudents are appreciated at this mo- 
ment by thofe learned Afiatics, now prefent in this aflembly, 
fome of them firangers from diftant provinces; who wonder 
every man to hear in his own tongue, important fubjects difcuffed, 
and new and noble principles aflerted, by the youth of a foreign 


land. 
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“The literary proceedings of this day amply repay all the 
folicitude, labour, and expenfe that have been beftowed on this 
Inftitution. If the éxpenfe had beem a thoufand times greater, 
it would not have equalled the immenfity of the advantages, 
moral and political, that will enfue. 

‘‘¥,now an old man, have lived for a long feries of years 
among the Hindoos; J have been in the habit of preaching to 
multitudes daily, of difcourfing with the Brahmins on every 
fubjeét, and of fuperintending {chools for the inftruction of the 
Hindoo youth. Their language is nearly as familiar to me as my 
own. This clofe intercourfe with the natives for fo long a period, 
and in different parts of our empire, has affurded me opportunities 
of information not inferior to thofe which have hitherto been 
prefented to any other perfon. I may fay, indeed, that their 
manners, cuftoms, habits, and fentiments, are as obvious to me, 
as if I was myfelf a native. And knowing them as I do, and 
hearing as I do, their daily obfervations on our government, 
charatter and principles, I am warranted to fay, (and I deem it 
my duty to embrace the public opportunity now afforded me of 
faying it,) that the inftitution of this College was wanting to 
complete the happinefs of the natives under our dominion ; for 
this Inftitution will break down that barrier (our ignorance of 
their language) which has ever oppofed the influence of our laws 
and principles, and has defpoiled our adrainiftration of its energy 
and effec. 

«‘Were, however, the Inftitution to ceafe from this moment, 
its falutary effects would yet remain. Good has been done, which 
cannot be undone. Sources of ufeful knowledge, moral inftruc- 
tion, and political utility, have been opened to the natives of 
India, which can never be clofed : and their civil improvement, 
like the gradual civilization of our own country, will advance in 
progreflion, for ages to come. 

* One hundred original volumes in the Oriental languages and 
literature, will preferve forever in Afia, the name of the founder of 
this Inftitution. Nor are the examples frequent of a renown, 
poflefling fuch utility for its bafis, or pervading fuch a vatt 
portion of the habitable globe. My Lord, you have raifed a 
monument of fame, which no length of time, or reverfe of fortune 
is able to deftroy ; not chiefly becaufe itis infcribed with Mahrat- 
ta and Myfore, with the trophies of war, and the emblems of 
victory ; but becaufe there are inicribed on it the names of thofe 
learned youth, who have obtained degrees of honour for high pro- 
ficiency in the Oriental tongues. 

“ Thefe youth will rife in regular fucceflion to the government 
of this country. They wil! extend the domain of Britith civiliza- 
tion, fecurity and happinefs, by enlarging the bounds of Oriental 
literature, and thereby diffufing the fpirit of Chriftian principles 
throughout the nations of Afia. Thefe youth, who have lived fo 
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long amongft us, whofe unwearied application to their ftudies we 
have all witneffed, whofe moral and exemplary condnét has, in fo 
folemn a manner, been publickly declared before this auguft af- 
fembly, on this day ; and who, at the moment of entering on the 
public fervice, enjoy the fame of poffefling qualities (rarely com- 
bined) conftituting a reputation of threefold ftrength for public 
men, genius, induftry, and virtue; thefe illuftrious fcholars, my 
lord, the pride of their country, and the pillars of this empire, 
will record your name in many a language, and fecure your fame 
forever. Your fame is already recorded in their hearts. The 
whole body of youth of this fervice hail you as their father and 
their friend. Your honour will ever be fafe in their hands, No 
revolution of opinion, or change of circumftances, can rob you 
of the folid glory derived from the humane, juli, liberal, and 
magnanimous principles, which have been embodied by your 
adminiftration. 

«To whatever fituation the courfe of future events may call 
you, the youth of this fervice will ever remain the pledges of the 
wifdom and purity of your government. Your evening of life 
will be conftantly cheered with new teftimonies of their reverence 
and affection ; with new proofs of the advantages of the educa- 
tion you have afforded them; and with a demonftration of the 
numerous benefits, moral, religious, and political, refulting from 
this Inftitution ; benefits which will confolidate the happinefs of 
millions in Afia, with the glory and welfare of our country. 


25 


Biographical Sketch of the Life, together with Anecdotes, 
of the late Rev. SamuenL Harris, of Virginia. 


« MR. Harris was born in Hanover County, Virginia, Jan. 12, 
1724. Few men could boaft of more refpectable parentage. 
His education, though not the moft liberal, was confiderable. 
When young he moved to Pittfylvania ; and as he advanced in 
age became a favourite with the people, as well as withthe ulers. 
He was appointed Church-warden, Sheriff, a Juftice of the Peace, 
Burgefs for the county, Colonel of the militia, Captain of Mayo 
fort, and Commiffary for the fort and army. All thefe, however, 
he counted but drofs, that he might win Chrift, and become a 
minifter of his word among the Baptilts; a fect at that time 
every where fpoken againft. ‘The manner of his converfion may 
be feen in what follows. 

“On one of his routes to vifit the forts in his official charaéter, 
he called at a fmall houfe, where he underftood there was to be 
Baptift preaching. But being in his military drefs, he was not 
willing to appear in a confpicuous place. He accordingly feated 
himfelf behind a loom. God, neverthelefs, found him out by his 
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‘Spirit. His conviétions funk fo deep, that he could no longer 
conceal them. He left his {word and other parts of his military 
apparatus, fome in one place, and fome in another. The arrows 
of the Almighty ftuck faft in him. 

_ “Ata meeting fome time after, when the con 250g rofe 
from prayer, Colonel Harris was obferved ftill on his knees, with 
his head and hands hanging over the bench. Some of the 
people went to his relief; but found him fenfelefs. When he 
came to himfelf, he {fmiled, and in an extacy of joy, exclaimed, 
Glory! glory! glory! &c. He was foon after baptized by the 
Rev Daniel Marihail. This was probably in the year 1758, 
He did not confer with flefh and blood, but immediately began 
his minifterial labours ; which afterwards proved fo effectual, as 
to acquire him the name of the Virginia Apoftle. 

« Mr. Harris became almoft a conitant traveller. Not confin- 
ing himfelf to narrow limits, but led on from place to place ; 
wherefoever he could fee an opening to do good, thete he would 
unfurl the banner of the crofs, 

“In every point of view, Mr. Harris might be confidered as 
one of the moft excellent of men. Being in eéafy circumftances 
when he became religious, he devoted not only himfelf, but almoft 
all his property to religious objects. He had begun a large new 
dwelling houfe, fuited to his former dignity ; which when cover- 
ed in, he appropriated to public worthip, continuing to live in 
the old one. 7 7 

‘¢ After maintaining his family in the moft frugal manner, he 
diftributed the furplus incometo charitable purpofes. During 
the American war, when it was extremely difficult to procure 
fait, he kept two waggons running to Peterfburg, to bring up fale 
for his neighbours. 

“fis manners were of the moft winning fort, having a pecu- 
liar talent at touching the feelings. He fcarcely ever went into a 
houfe without exhorting and praying for thofe he met there. His 
excellency as a preacher lay chiefly in addrefling the hearts and 
confciences; and perhaps even a Whitefield did not furpafs him 
in this. Some have defcribed him when exhorting at great meet- 
ings, as pouring forth ftreams of celeftial lightning from his eyes, 
which, wherever he’ turned his face, would ttrike down numbérs* 

at once. Hence he was often called Boanerges. 

‘Soon after Mr. H. embraced religion, his mind was imprefled 
with a defire to preach to the officers and foldiers in the fort. 
An opportunity offered in fort Mayo; and he began his difcourfe 
and was urging moft vehemently the neceflity of the new birth, 
when an officer interrupted lnm, faying, ‘Colonel, you have fuck - 
ed much eloquence from the rum-cafk to-day: pray give us 2 
little, that we may declaim as well when it comes to our turn,’ 


* in the original account it is faid bundred?. 
FS ge U 
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Harris foleonote replied, “I am not drunk ” and refumed his 


difcourfe. He had not gone far, before he was accofted by ano- 
ther, who looking him in thé face, faid, “Sam. you fay you are 
not drunk; pray are you not mad then? what the devil ails 
you?” Colonel Harris replied in the words of Paul, “1 am not 
mad, molt noble gentleman.” He continued {peaking publickly 
and privately until one of the gentlemen received {uch impreffions 
as were never fhaken off. He became a pious chriftian. 


«¢ When he firft .began to preach, his foul was fo abforbed in. 


the work, that it was difficult for him to attend to the duties of 
this life. A man owed him a fum of money, which he adtually 
fiood.in need of, to defray the expenfes of his family. He went 
to the man, and told him he would be very glad if he would dif- 
charge the debt he owed him. ‘To which the man replied, he 
could not pay him the money.” Harris faid, “ I want the money 
to buy wheat for my family. You have a good crop of wheat by 
you, [ had rather have wheat than money. The man anfwered, 
‘| have other ufes for my wheat.’”? ‘“ How then,’ faid Mr. 
Harris, ‘do you intend to pay me?” 1] never intend to pay 
you, until you fue me,” replied the debtor. 

“Mr. Harris left him; and went on meditating. Good God, 
faid he to himfelf, what fhall I do? Mutt I leave preaching to 
attend to a law-fuit ! Perhaps a thoufand fouls will perifh in the 
meéan time, for the want of hearing of Jefus. No! I will not ! 
Well, what will you,do for yourfelf? What? I will fue him at 
the court of heaven. 

“Having refolved what to do, he turned afide into a wood, 
and fell upon his knees, and thus began his fuit. O bleffed 
Jefus ! thou eternal God, thou knowelt that I need the money 


which the man owes me, to fupply the wants of my family : but 


he will not pay me without a law-fuit. Dear Jefus, fhall I quit 
thy caufe, and leave the fouls of men to perifh? Or wilt thou in 
mercy open fome other way of relief ? 

“In this prayer Mr. Harris found fuch tokens of divine good- 
nefs, that, to ufe his own words, “ Jefus feermed to fay to him, 
Harris! keep on preaching, and I will become furety for the 
payment.” Mr. H. having his debt thus fecured, thought it moft 
proper to give the debtor a difcharge. Accordingly, :¥ fhortly 
after paffing by to a meeting, carried a receipt in full to the man’s 
houfe ; and gave it to his fervant, defiring him to give it to his 
matter. On his return by the houfe after meeting, the man hail- 
ed him at his gate, and faid, “ Mr. Harris, what did you wean 
by the receipt you fent me this morning?’ Mr. H. replied, I 
meant, jult as 1 wrote. ‘ Well, but I have not paid you, anfwer- 
ed the debtor.”? True, faid Mi. Harris, and | know alfo, that 
you faid you never would, without I got the money at the tail of 
an execution: but, Sir, I faed you in the court.of heaven ; and Je- 
fus has agreed to pay-me. I have therefore given you a diicharge, 





Lneree ees kT? “ 


See ee 














: 
¢ 
3 
i 
» 


ME nas bona 








Infidelity. bopelefs in death. 155 


“‘ This operated fo effectually upon the confcience of the debt- 
or, that in a few days he prepared and fent Mr. Harris. wheat 
enough to diicharge the debt.” 


We take the liberty to add one more anecdote recorded in the 
‘biography of this remarkable man. 

“A criminal, who had juft been pardoned at the gallows, one 
met him on the road, and fhowed him his reprieve. Well, faid 
he, have you fhown it to Jefus ? No, Mr, Harris, I want you to 
do that for me. Lhe old man immediately defcended from his 
horfe, in the road, and making the man alfo alight, they both 
kneeled down, Mr, H. then. put one hand on the man’s head, 
and with the other held open the pardon.; and thus in behalf of 
the criminal returned thanks for his reprieve, and prayed for him 
to obtain God’s pardon alfo.” Semple’s Hift. 


£0°°> 
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INFIDELITY TESTED BY THE APPROACH OF DEATH. 


THE following narrative, fays a refpectable author, may be 
depended on, as fubitantially corre@: “In a populous town on 
this continent, a gentleman of fome learning and talents, diftin- 
guifhed himfelf by his zeal for infidelity ; and he was unhappily 
but too fuccefsful in poifoning the minds of many young perfons 
with his libertine principles. In the number of his profelytes was 
a young lawyer, of good education and promifing talents, who 
appeared confidently to adopt thefe new opinions, without enter- 
ing, however, into any careful or impartial inveftigation of the 
fubje& ;—but relying implicitly on the plaufible reprefentations 
and confident affertions of his friend, who affured him in the moft 
pofitive terms, that Chriftianity was a fable and religion a dream. 
This laf{ mentioned gentleman being feized with a mortal fit of 
illnefs, his young difciple haftened to his chamber, and accoited 
him in the following manner: ‘ Dear fir, I have been led by 
your advice and influence to adopt a fyftem which I am anxious 
to fee proved in this honeft hour and trying fituation, to which 
you are come; tell me, I conjure you by our friendfhip, plainly 
and candidly ; are you fatisfied? Do your fentiments afford you 
peace and comfort in the near approach of death ?? The fick 
gentleman, much agitated, and cafling a look of horrid confter- 
nation on his young friend, exclaimed, * 4/l is darknefs and uncer- 
tainty,” and in a few minutes expired. The fcene left too deep 
an impreffion on the mind of the young lawyer ever to be erafed. 
He renounced the tenets of infidelity from that moment, and be- 
gan to make himfelf acquainted with the facred fcriptures, which 
he found to contain the true fecret of a peaceful death, as well as 
a happy immortality.” 
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Appress of the Female Society, in Bofton, to the 
Female Friends of Zion. 


“ Pray for the peace of Jerufalem,” is the injunction of the de- 
out piaimift ; with the animating promife annexed, “ they fhall 
Piolper that love her.” Nor ‘is there a duty more fpecially en- 
joined throughout the facred fcriptures than that of prayer. And 
the privilege is no lefs than the duty. ‘Thofe who live much in 
the exercife, find “it is good for them to draw near to God.” 
Bu: to females the privilege is peculiarly invaluable. Though 
deitined by the Parent of nature to fill more retired ftations in life 
than our brethren, we are neverthelefs permitted to repair to a 
throne of grace, (and even to unite in a focial manner) to plead 
for the falvation of finners, and the profperity of Zion. 

It affords us much pleafure, to hear from time to time of the 
conttitution of Female Societies in various parts of the United 
States, fot the purpofes of prayer and of aiding Miffionary exer- 
tions. And the Lord, we truft, has condefcended to ufe thefe 
Tnftitutions as a mean of extending the triumphs of the crofs. 

The members of the “ Bofton Female Society for Miflionary 
purpofes,’’ believing that a more extenfive and particular knowl, 
edge and acquaintance with thofe focieties of a fimilar nature 
would be promotive of the divine glory and their mutual edifica- 
tion, beg leave to addrefs them through this medium, 

Engaged as we profeffedly are, dear Sifters, in the caufe of 
God, and the pleafing work of endeavouring to advance the fpread 
of the gofpel;, we have thought ** would add greatly to our hap- 
pinefs, could we be indulgez the privilege of a correfpondence 
with you by letter. We think it would have a tendency to cement 
us together in the bonds of chriftian fellowfhip, and eftablifh a 
union never to be diffolved. 

We likewife think it defirable, (as far as may be convenient) 
that we thouid all hold our meetings on the fame day. The idea 
that many of our dear Sifters, in different places, were met at the 
fame time, and engaged in the fame delightful employment of 
praying down: bleflings on mankind, would tend to ftrength- 
en our faith, increafe our union, animate our hopes, and cheer 
our profpeéts. And we have every reafon to believe, that He 
who has promifed to be with two or three who are met in his 
name ; and that if two fhall agree in afking any thing it fhall be 
done for them ; would hear our united fupplications, if prefented 
in faith. We therefore recommend it to you colleétively, (and 
alfo to our female friends whofe local fituation ‘may render it im- 
practicable for them to meet together, ) to fet apart the firft Mon- 
day afternoon of every month, for folemn prayer to God, for the 
out-pouring of his Holy Spirit ; a-general revival of pure and un- 
defiled religion, and a univerfal {pread of the gofpel.-—Particularly 
that he will fend forth labourers into his harveft, and crown all 
Inftitations, which Have his glory and the good of fouls for their 
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objec, with his {pecial, ble(fing. Should we, beloved Sifters, en- 
gage in this folemn undertaking with our hearts rightly influenced, 
as the lips of eternal‘truth and faithfulnefs: have. promifed ‘that 
they who fow in tears fhall reap-in joy,’”* we feel confident it will 
not be long before fome part.of his weary heritage fhall experi- 
ence refrefhing fhowers.. How.:do. we:know: but the favoured 
period foretold by Zechariah is.at hand ?) Zeche viii. 20, 21, 22. 
Thus faith the Lord of hotts, It {hall yet come to pafs, that there 
fhall come people, and. the inhabitants’ of many citiés: And :the 
inhabitants of one city fhall go to another, faying,; Let us.go {peed- 
ily to pray before the Lord, and. to feek the Lord of hotts.: I 
will go alfo. 

Though we fincerely with to avoid an oftentatious or pharifaic. 
al fpirit, we honeitly confefs we are not afhamed:to acknowledge 
that we pray, that we meet in praying circles, and that our heart’s 
defire and prayer to God is, that Ifrael may be:faved.. And 
though we with ever|to preferve our place as females,’ we cannot 
‘view it inconfiftent with that modefty and fhamefacednefs enjoin- 
ed by the Apoftle, thus openly to: come out on the Lord?s: fide, 
We have the approbation of good men of different denominations 5 
we believe angels {mile on our endeavours to communicate the 
knowledge of falvation to thofe fouls at whofe repentance they 
rejoice. God himfelf has difpofed us to the work, and is engag- 
ed in our defence; and if He * be for us, who can be againft us ?” 
Though we may meet the fcoffs of, an unthinking world, let this 
only increafe our zeal, for more. are they that are. for us, tham 
they that are for them. And while. we hear of wars, and rumors 
of wars, and fome even of )the citizens of our,own country are 
penetrating into the wildernefs with the found of the trumpet and 
alarm of war; be ours the pleafing privilege (through the me- 
dium of the faithful Miffionary,) to refound thofe joyful. ftrains 
which once echoed through the plains of Galilee, “ Peace on 
earth, good will towards men.” 

Dear Sifters, permit us to remark, that.it will. be highly im- 
portant that we not only pray, but that we * watch and be fober.” 
That we be careful not to undo at home, what we attempt to do 
abroad ;, but that we manifeft by a uniform life and converfatioa 
that we are pilgrims and ftrangers oa the earth. , Thus when the 
great Shepherd fhall appear we may have confidence, and_ not be 
afhamed before him at his coming. 


In behalf of the Society, MARY WEBB, Sec’ry. 


P, §.. Should any of the above Societies concede to the pro- 
pofals made by this, they will have the goodnefs to communicate 
the information as foon as they have opportunity of conveyance, 
free of poftage. Letters directed to. M, W. to the care of Lin- 
cola & Edmands, No. 53, Cornhill, Bolton, will be received by 
the Society, and aniwered when opportunity prefents. 


Bofton, February 3, 1812, 








156 -dnterefting Scraps, 
< ©" (PHE MAHOMETAN’ SLAVE. 


A Mauomeraw flave was fo unfortunate as to let fall a dith 
which he was handing to the Caliph Haffan, who was feverely 
fcalded by the accident. . The trembling creature expecting im- 
mediate!imprifonment:or death, imfantly fell upon his knees, and 
quoting .a paflage from the Koran, exclaimed, “ Paradife is prom- 
ifed to thufe who reftrain) their anger.’ *4L,am not angry. with 
you,” replied the Caliph with. a:meeknefs as exemplary as rare. 
‘© And for thofe who forgive offences,” continued the flave. “I 
forgive thee,” anfwered the: Caliph. ‘ But: above all for thofe 
who return good for evil,” adds the flave. “I fet thee at lib. 
erty,” rejoins'the:Caliph,: “and :give thee ten Dinars.” 

* ‘How much more excellent are the Chriftian Scriptures; and 
ow fuperior the motives which urge us to forgive one another even 
as God for Chrift’s fake hath forgiven us ! If Chriflian Mafters (how- 
ever dignified) were influenced by the holy precepts of their moft 
holy Prophet, what very different fcenes {hould we fometimes wit- 
nefs ?. Iris only for the Chriftian: to’ fet his converfation be as becometh 
the gofpel; and he will exhibit.a charaéter more amiable than the 
Grand Caliph. Eng. Bap. Mag, 


, = ; 





PERSECUTION PREVENTED. 


Ir is related in the papers of Richard, Earl of Cork, towards 
the conclufion of Queen Mary’s *reign; a Commiflion was figned 
for the perfecution of the Irifh Proteftants ; and to give greater 
weight to this important affair, Dr.'Coke was nominated one of 
the Commiffioners. The Doétor, on his way to Dublin, ‘halted 
at Chefter, where he was waited upan by the Mayor, to whom in 
the courfe‘of converfation he imparted the obje& of his Miffion, 
and exhibited thelleather box that contained his credentials.: . The 
Landlady, of the Inn where the interview took place, being a 
Proteftant, and having overheard the converfation, feized an op- 
portunity (whilft the Door was attending the Mayor to the bot- 
tom of the fairs) of exchanging the Commiflion for a dirty pack 
of cards, on the top of which fhe facetioufly turned up the knave 
of clubs. “The Doétor not fufpecting any thing, fecured his box 
and purfied his journey. Arriving at Dublin on the 7th of O@o- 
ber, 1558, he loft no time in prefenting himfelf to Lord Fitz-Wal- 
ter and the privy council; to whom, after anexplanatory fpeech, 
he prefented, his credentials in the box, which, to the aftonifhment 
of all prefent, contained only a pack of cards. The Doctor great- 
ly chagrined, returned inftantly to London, to have his Commif- 
fion reriewed’; but while waiting a fecond time on the coatt for a 
favourable wind, the news reached him of the Queen’s death. 

Lord Fitz-Walter afterwards related the circumftance to Queen 
Elizabeth, which fo much pleafed her, that fhe afterwards allowed 
the good proteftant woman, (whofe name was Elizabeth Matter- 
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fhad,) an annuity of £40 per annum. Why did the Queen rage, 
and the Doétor imagine a vain thing, againft the Lord, and 
again his anointed; he that fat in the heavens langhed at them, 
the Almighty had them in derilion. The Queen died before the 
Commiffion could be executed, and the Doétor has long fince ren- 
dered his account to him that. faid, He that toucheth you, toucheth 
the apple of mine eye. ib. 





Generar Leer, one of the officers in our late revolutionary 
army, is faid to have entertained: fuch an antipathy to religion, 
that he left a direction in his will that he might not be interred 
within two miles of any Prefbyterian or Baptift meeting houfe ! 

If wicked men would duly confider the. parable of the rich 
Man and Lazarus, recorded in the fixteenth chapter of Luke, 
they would not have the leaft apprehenfion of being troubled with 
the company of the faints after death, ho.vever nigh they might 
be buried to each other. 

<6 


Weekly Contributing Society. 

Ws learn with pleafure that the hints which have been given 
in this work, relative to ‘“* Mite Societies,’? have been ufeful. 

Some of the members of the Church and Congregation in 
Sanfom-Street, Philadelphia, under the paftoral care of the Rev. 
Dr. Staughton, have united themfelves under the above name, 
and. obtained the paft year, about 650 dollars. A thoufand 
iis wheels can produce an effect equal to the boldeft folitary 

ver. 


_ 
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Ornainep, on Thurfday the 6th inftant, at the Tabernacle 
in Salem, the Rev. Mefirs. Samuet Neweit, AponiraM Jupson, 
SamueEt Nott, Gorpon Hatt, and Luruer Rice, to the work 
of the Gofpel Miniftry, as Miffionaries to the heathen in Atfia. 
The parts in the folemnities of the day were as follows. The 
Rev. Dr. Griffin made the introdu&ory prayer; the Rev. Dr. 
Woods preached’ the Sermon from Ps, Ixvii. the'Rev. Dr. Morfe 
made the confecrating prayer; the Rev. Dr. Spring delivered the 
charge; the Rev. Dr. Worcefter prefented the right hand of fel- 
lowthip ; and the Rev. Dr. Spring made the concluding prayer. 
The exercifes were folemn and appropriate, and evidently made 2 
deep impreffion on a crowded audience. The Sermon, Charge, 
and Right Hand of Fellowthip, are printed. A very large im- 
preflion is ftruck off, and the profits will be applied to the fupport 
of this miffion. , 
Mefirs. Newell and Judfon, with their wives, failed from Salem 
in the brig Caravan, Capt. Heard, on Wednefday the roth inft.* 
amidft the prayers and benediétions of multitudes, whofe hearts go 
with them, and who will not ceafe to remember them at the throne 
of grace. 
* For an account of the failing of the other Miflionaries, fee p. 149. 


Poetry. 


THE BLESSING OF JUDAH——a uvun. 


‘JUDAH, chief of Israel’s clan, 
the peg — sa van ; 

Waving changeful through the air 
Bold the 3, bear. f 

In the Lord’s accepted year, 
Shall the promis’d seed appear, 
He, whose prowess none can tell, 
Felt through heav’n, and earth, and hell. 

Though all tender in his birth, 
Hell oppress and thankless earth ; 
Who shall rouse him now he lies 
Grown mature amid the skies. 


Generous Lion, far above, 
From the prey behold him move 5 
Death-shall rear his crest no more, 
Satan writhe in purple gore. 
Couchant he from Zion’s brow 
Calm shall eye the lands below ; 
Realms shall see and warriors fall, 
Clamorous air and potsherds all. 
Nations must his grandeur own, 
Rais’d to life or trampled down, 
And, for ever, at his roar, 
Hell shall shudder, heav’n adore. 


Glancing down the tracts of time, 
Thus the patriarch sung sublime : 
Fill’d with joy, “enough,” he cry’d, 
Gather’d up his feet, and died. 





~ THE EARTHQUAKE. 

STILL was tae hour.—The Moon drove high 

Her cloudless course along the sky. 

The winds were hush’d ‘no zephyr’s sigh 
Breath’d o’er the deo tranquillity. 


reigns around ; 
Nature | s sunk in sleep profound. 
What sudden trembling moves the ground ! 


What shakes the earth so fearfully ’ 
Earth’s bosom seems with pain to swell, 
What wand’ring spirit strikes that bell ! * 
Nature, is this thy funeral knell ? 

My soul, is this eternity ? 
Behold! the mighty mountains nod ' 
As when on Sinai’s summit trod 
The footsteps of the eternal Gon, 

When he unveil’d his majesty. 
How dread the Earthquake’s awful roll, 
That shakes the earth from. pole to pole! 
What power can thus convulse the whole ? 

Can it be less than Deity ? 
Yet faint compar’d with that great day, 
When earth and seas shall pass away, 
Death’s empire yield her final sway ! 

ime lost in vast eternity ! 


* At Charleston, ( 8. C.) the belis in the Churches rang, 





